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The European Totje. By Grant Allen. 

Shall we take a little trip to Europe? Not the actual trip including sea- 
sickness and early trains, but via a most alluring little guide-book. 

Of course, most people shun guide-books, but this one is a thing apart for 
its suggestiveness. 

The underlying idea is that the European trip, properly undertaken, is a 
story whose fascination, enjoyment, and meaning deepen at every successive 
stage; that each town visited, each picture seen, if taken in the proper order, 
is a link in a chain leading to greater illumination of the next town, greater 
discrimination with regard to the next picture. 

To unfold Europe is his aim, and to do this his routes often — in fact, 
usually — conflict with the orthodox routes. 

Always he explains why one route is better than another; why Belgium, 
for instance, is artistically and historically more important than Holland; 
why the best way to understand Italy is to enter it by the Gothard Pass; 
because only by tracing development in a constantly ascending scale can we 
understand either the ancient or modern civilization. 

" It is the continuity of ideas between the Middle Ages and modern times 
that gives half the charm to Europe; and it is for the sake of calling attention 
to these persistent features, of suggesting the reasons and explanations of things, 
that I have been moved to plan my series of Historic Guide-Books." 

A Venetian June. 

Not a guide-book at all, yet full of capital short descriptions of the lovely 
sights of Venice — " thumb-nail sketches" of that city of enduring fascination. 

A rather shadowy love-story takes up a good deal of space, but does not 
dominate the book or spoil the really vivid word-painting. 

How many sight-seers will sympathize with the American girl in St. 
Marks : " I wish I knew whether it is really good. It's so beautiful that I'm 
dreadfully afraid it's meretricious"! 

And the Garden Catalogues now being bestrewn liberally all over the land. 

What more fascinating, engrossing employment for convalescent days than 
to pore over these really alluring little books? Many of them are positively 
artistic. The Wilkinson Elliott catalogue, of Pittsburg, is always a joy, not to 
mention many others. 

With a pad of paper, — a large one, please! — a good soft pencil, and a pile 
of new catalogues one can spend many delightful hours planning and planting, 
and can almost smell the fragrance of the mignonette and roses so glowingly 
set forth. 

Laura Douglas Dock. 
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